10/28/2015  Minerals Outreach Activities in the Washington DC Area
Rachel, you should already know about many of the minerals outreach activities in which members of the Washington DC SME Section and other local minerals professionals have participated over the years (science fair judging, NSTA regional conventions, school and scouting presentations, special national events, local community events, etc.).  Some of these events have involved multiple members, some just an individual.

I would like to highlight two types of events that offer exceptional outreach opportunities that could be replicated in most parts of the country.  They are especially important because they have a largely urban audience.  Many participants have never seen a mine, may have been exposed to negative media coverage about mining, and have no idea about the interesting career opportunities in the mineral industries for their children.
1.  The Northern Virginia Gem and Mineral Club annual show at George Mason University, Fairfax, VA.  At the show, a “Your House Comes from a Mine” AKA “Minerals in Your Home” exhibit was on display (Figures 1) and a Cub and Webelos Scout Badge Workshop was attended by 350 local scouts, plus many of their parents (the Scouts get in free).  These events are excellent opportunities to remind the attendees about the importance of minerals in their everyday lives and to discuss careers in the minerals industries. Comparable rock and mineral clubs are located throughout the country.
Figure 1a
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Figures 1b, 1c
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Close-up views of the house model.
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2. Engineering Week Family Day at the National Building Museum.  For the last two years, local SME members have participated in the AIME sponsored booth at this event which draws over a thousand children and their parents.  The booth has featured a larger version of the “Minerals in Your Home” display. (Figures 2)  To help better explain mineral careers, a poster titled “Mining Takes a Team” was prepared last year. (Figures 3)  The other highlight of the booth is the MEC “Birdseed Mining” activity in which children “mine” minerals and learn about their uses.  The booth had a waiting line from opening to closing.  While there is only one National Building Museum, STEM education events are being held everywhere.  The organizers are usually seeking organizations like SME to partner with them.
Figure 2a
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Figure 2b
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Figure 3
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Rachel, I hope that this gives you some additional insight to the types of things we have done and are doing in the Washington DC area.  Please let me know if I can provide any additional details.  As you are aware, I have proposed a small change to the “Birdseed Mining” activity so that more types of minerals (i.e. non-magnetic) can be “mined.”  I have also advocated to a low-cost, color, tri-fold handout on minerals careers following the “Mining Takes a Team” approach.
Mike Kaas
