
BYLAWS

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SECTION OF SME – A Member Society of AIME

ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of the Section will be the Northern California Section of SME.  

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

The aim and purpose of this Section shall be the promotion of mutual cooperation among its members, in furthering the objects of the Society by providing meetings for the free discussion of subjects relating to the mining and metallurgical industries.  This will include, but not be limited to, the areas of Construction Materials and Aggregates, processing of ores, industrial minerals, geology, petroleum and related areas and construction projects and methods used in the above fields. 

ARTICLE III

JURISDICTION

The jurisdiction of this Section is all counties in Northern California as previously covered by the Sierra Nevada Section and the San Francisco Sections.  This covers the counties in California of:  Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, Lassen, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Stanislaus, Sutter, Tehama, Tuolumne, Yolo, Yuba, Alameda, Contra Costa, Lake, Marin, Monterey, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano and Sonoma. Also to be included are the counties of Del Norte, Humboldt, Trinity, Mendocino, San Benito and Fresno.
ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP

All SME Members, Student Members and Associate Members of the SME residing in the Section’s jurisdiction shall be eligible for membership.

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS

Sec. 1  The officers of this Section shall be a Chairperson, Past Chairperson, Vice Chairman who will be the Program Chairman, and a Secretary – Treasurer.   It is the intent that the Chairperson will alternate between the geographic areas previously known as the Sierra Nevada Section and the San Francisco Section.  The Chairperson can succeed themselves once if no other candidates are available.  

Sec. 2  There shall be an Executive Committee which will be composed of the aforementioned officers and two (2) members of the Section as elected by the Members.

Sec 3.  All officers must be Members or Associate Members at the time of their election, in good standing with SME.

Sec 4.  A vacancy in any office occurring between Annual Elections shall be filled by the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE VI

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Sec 1.  The Chairperson, with the approval of the Executive Committee shall appoint, not later than November of each year composed of a minimum of three (3) members of the Section, with the intent that they be of different geographic areas as possible within the Section.  Their function will be to present a slate of at least one candidate of each office at the year end meeting.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor.

Sec 2.  The officers of this Section shall be elected at the year end meeting, or as soon as possible after the first of the New Year.  The election shall be conducted by a vote of the Members and Associates present.  To be elected, each candidate must receive a simple majority of the votes of the eligible members present at the meeting.  At the discretion of the Executive Committee a vote of the members by e-mail may be conducted if it is not possible to hold a general membership meeting.

ARTICLE VII
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Sec 1.  The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Section and of the Committee.  He/she shall appoint all committees and perform all other duties that pertain to the direction of the Section.

Sec 2.  The Vice Chairman shall be responsible for the arrangement of programs, entertainment and incidental details, relating to the meetings. In the absence of the Chairperson, he/she shall serve as Chairperson.
Sec 3.  The Secretary – Treasurer shall record the proceedings of the meetings of the Section and the Executive Committee, attend to all correspondence, issue all calls or announcements of meeting and receive and disburse all monies received by the Section, with the approval of the Executive Committee.  The Secretary – Treasurer shall submit the records for an annual audit by a committee to be named by the Chairperson.  The Secretary – Treasurer shall also be responsible for conducting e-mail balloting if required.

ARTICLE VIII

DUES AND FINANCES

Sec 1. 
The expenses of the Section shall be paid from money appropriated by the Executive Committee.

Sec 2.  Dues shall be determined by the Executive Committee and approved by a vote of the membership.

Sec 3.  Accounts payable shall be paid by check issued by the Secretary – Treasurer.

ARTICLE IX

MEETINGS

Sec 1.  The annual meeting of the Section shall be held in the month of January when the newly elected officers shall take office.

Sec 2.  The regular meetings of the Section shall be called by the Vice Chairperson in conjunction with the Chairperson.  There will be a minimum of 1 meeting each quarter.   The third quarter meeting should be a field trip to an operation or facility of direct interest to the membership if possible.

Sec 3.  Special meetings of the Section or of the Executive Committee to consider important business or to hear technical papers or discussions out side of the regular meeting schedule may be called by the Chairperson with the approval of the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE X
QUORUM

Sec 1.  A quorum at any regular or special meeting of the Section shall consist of the ten Members or Associate Members.

Sec 2.  A quorum at a meeting of the Executive Committee shall consist of four (4) members of the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS TO BYLAWS

Amendments of these bylaws hall be made by a two thirds vote of all Members and Associate Members present at a meeting, provided that all members of the Section in good standing, have been notified at least one (1) week in advance of the meeting that the Bylaws are to be amended.  A notification by e-mail will serve this requirement.

ARTICLE XII

DISPOSAL OF FUNDS UPON DISSOLUTION

On the dissolution of this Section all funds remaining after the payment of its debts and obligations shall be turned over and paid to SME, or in case of its dissolution to another organization exempt from taxes under Section 501 (C) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.  This article of the bylaws is not amendable during the existence of this Subsection.

ARTICLE XIII
PARLIMENTARY AUTHORITY

Robert’s Revised Rules of Order shall be the official guide of this section in conducting business.

Amended December 2008.
